Specific or superfluous? Doubtful clinical value of granulocyte scintigraphy in osteomyelitis in children.
To study the clinical usefulness of granulocyte scintigraphy, eight children with clinical, laboratory and/or radiologic findings strongly suggestive of osteomyelitis were prospectively evaluated. Comparison was made with bone scintigraphy and magnetic resonance imaging. In adults, granulocyte scintigraphy is highly infection specific, although nonspecific findings (i.e. photopenic lesions) may also occur. Granulocyte scintigraphy was positive in one patient, false-negative in two and demonstrated nonspecific photopenic lesions in five children (62%). In conclusion, there appears to be little place for granulocyte scintigraphy in routine investigation of suspected ostoemyelitis in children.